Why Some People Are Not Completely Pardoned

Ps 32:1-7 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah  ESV

Job 7:20-21 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of mankind? Why have you made me your mark? Why have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression and take away my iniquity? For now I shall lie in the earth; you will seek me, but I shall not be." ESV

______________________________________________________________________

Of all the great traits of our awesome God, the one that still completely blows me away is His mercy.  We finished the sermon last Sunday morning with reading part of the 103rd Psalm and I feel led to begin this week at the same passage.  Mark well what the scripture says here:

Ps 103:8-13 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. ESV

Truly the Lord is more merciful than any other creature in the universe!  I am amazed at how patient and how quick to forgive He is in His dealings with me, nevertheless in other people’s lives.  He is very merciful and gracious and always acts according to love.  He does correct us when we are wrong but the Psalmist said that it does not last forever.  He does let us reap what we have sown, but we never reap all that we deserve.  As I have said many times, grace is when God gives you something that you did not deserve such as healing or salvation.  But mercy is when God does not give you what you do deserve –as in you do not reap judgment when you fully deserved it.  God’s mercy blows me away!  How many times has He given a third or fourth or fiftieth chance to someone that I did not think deserve it, but far after we have given up hope, God still hangs on!?  The Psalmist goes on to say:    

Ps 103:14 For he knows our frame;  he remembers that we are dust. ESV

God never forgets who we are!  He knows that we are fragile clay and the Master Potter’s hands know how to work the clay without destroying it!  He remembers that we are human and that we are emotional creatures and that we are like this because He created us this way.  I have been around some Christians who “got so holy” that they began to find fault and destroy everybody else.  They were “so holy” – and I use the phrase here a bit sardonically – that they began to treat everybody else as if they should be on their level.  But consider the example of God:  He is really “holy” on a level that nobody else in the universe can obtain and yet He deals with us according to our humanity.  He does not deal with us as if we were perfect gods, but rather, “he remembers that we are dust.”  He knows that we have shortcomings!  He knows that we have weaknesses!  And so He acts in mercy!  

The prophet Jeremiah was on a hilltop watching the destruction of Jerusalem because of sin when he composed the poem we call the book of Lamentations.  As you would expect from something written in such a dreadful day, it is a largely negative book, but within it there is a ray of light shining forth when Jeremiah wrote:

Lam 3:21-23 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;  his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ESV

What Jeremiah was saying was, “we are reaping judgment today and it is judgment that we well deserve.  But I hope in this:  God’s mercies never end and they are new every morning!”  “I will lay down tonight after this judgment ridden day and know that tomorrow God will be anxious to bless and to shed mercy upon me.”  “I will lay down tonight after the worst day of my life where I have fully reaped for all of my failures and tomorrow God will desire to deal with the here and now and to start afresh!”  How foreign this is to human nature!  We are people who hold grudges over petty things for years and years and yet God starts each sunrise with a new mercies and with a new hope that someone will change and live in a way that they can be blessed!  

If you are here today and you have had a forgetable week, year, life, whatever, know that when you woke up this morning there is a God who desires to pardon all of that, make you a new creature, and start afresh today!  We truly serve a merciful God and His mercies are new every morning!  Maybe you ran out and used up all of the mercy yesterday – there is a new batch available today!  

And consider this:  this God who is so merciful was so gracious and loving that He came to earth to die on a horrible cross so that you could have complete and abundant pardon from your sins and mistakes!  What other god invented by men claims to have done such a thing?  Truly we are not serving some myth or some fantasy or legend man made, but man could not dream up an idea as grand as this that the God of glory would step aside from heaven to come to earth and dwell and live and pay the ultimate sacrifice for an imperfect creation!  Man’s loves and thoughts by themselves do not work on that level.  How do I know that Calvary is true?  Because men and women could not have invented such a story by themselves.  Calvary had to be a God idea – and what a gracious and loving God He is!  

And so I say all of this today to impress upon you that God is such a powerful and merciful God and He paid such an awesome price so that you and I could find pardon, that there is no reason for you and I to live life or go into eternity without our sins having been completely forgiven and pardoned.  With such great mercy anew every morning, I would say that it would be difficult not to find forgiveness.  

And yet, there are many people who walk around with unrepented and unforgiven sin in their lives.  There will be many people – if I read my Bible correctly – who will miss out on eternal life.  The path to righteousness is a strait and narrow way that Jesus said, “few find.”  The path to destruction and eternal damnation is a wide, wide highway.  And so from our text in the book of Job, I would like to pull out a question that he asked.  In the midst of his trial and great agony, Job looked at the sky and posed a question when he said:

Job 7:21a Why do you not pardon my transgression and take away my iniquity? ESV

I know that Job was mistaken because he thought that God was dealing with him according to past sins and actually God was rewarding him by bragging on him to Satan and setting him up to be doubly blessed.  Job thought that it was his past sins – that he thought he had gotten right with God – that God still held against him.  But what was happening to Job was an attack of Satan and life to prove that Job’s love was real and so that he could have double the amount of what God had given.  And Job realized this in the end, because after all, who wrote his story down for us to know?  We would do good to remember that God does not deal with us according to past sins that have been forgiven and washed.  If you left it at the altar, it is still hidden there – don’t let the devil drag it out and make you wonder if you are still reaping according to it when you are not.  God’s mercy is much greater than that!    

But let us lift the question out of the text today and place it upon people for whom it truly applies.  Because as shocking as it is – even in the presence of such great mercy and power – there will be and there are some people whose sins and transgressions have not been forgiven and for which they have not received pardon.  Their sins and mistakes and failures against God still hang on them like a wet blanket everywhere they go.  They do reap continually everyday according to their past and their lifestyle and issues.  There are some who could rightfully ask “why are my sins not pardoned and forgiven and washed and gone?”  “Why do I still have to deal with some of this stuff?”  Let us answer the question and look at why some people’s sins are not completely pardoned and removed!  

The first reason why some people’s sins are not truly forgiven and pardoned is that:

They do not have a true attitude of repentance.

We read in our text, a song of David written by a man who obviously knew what it was like to have sin in his life.  David wrote:

Ps 32:1-2 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

How true this is!  There is nothing like being right with God and knowing that your mistakes and issues have been granted pardon and covered!  But David also knew what it was like to try to live with issues between he and God:  

Ps 32:3-4 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 

“As long as I kept the sin covered and did not seek your forgiveness, my very body was under the stress of that mess.  And, God, as long as I kept issues of sin between you and I, your hand was heavy upon me.”  His strength and power were dried up!  How true it is that living in sin is a parched and weak and horrible place to be.  There is nothing like laying your head down at night knowing that you are right with your Maker.  And there is nothing as worse as not being able to do that!  But notice David’s next statement:

Ps 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah    

These two statements are linked together in the Hebrew in an interesting way.  The idea is that when David said to himself, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” – when he finally made up in his mind within himself to repent, then he said “you forgave the iniquity of my sin.”  The idea of the word to forgive is “to begin to lift” as in when David’s attitude changed to decide to seek the Lord, there at that moment, God began to lift the sins from him.  The figure here is eagerness and anticipation.  When we get an attitude to seek for repentance, God prepares to lift our sins before we even ask.  I know that He does not remove them until we ask – I’m not preaching to you some new doctrine.  But note the readiness of God to forgive:  when David had but said to himself “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” God was already warming up the mercy!  

This reveals to us the importance of attitude in repentance.  David said in another place that “a broken and contrite spirit, you will not refuse.”  I can verbally say the words, “I am Donald Duck” and yet in my heart know that I am in no way even similar to him.  In the same way, I can say outwardly, “I believe that” and yet my attitude and inward man does not believe.  Have you ever had someone do something to you and immediately say “I’m sorry” and yet their very manner and actions afterwards and their inner spirit showed that they felt otherwise and were probably glad that they did it because they did it again?  That’s how some people are with God.  They know they should repent, but they only move their mouth in the right words and never realize that repentance must begin with a correct attitude.  Your inner most being must desire to get right with God before the mouth ever expresses it.  We must be real with God!  And some people say “I’m sorry” but they are not really.  They say “please forgive me and help me to never do that again” and they do not really inwardly mean it.  For some, confession is just a ritual that has been completely dissected from the heart and such is not true repentance – and catch this – if it is not true repentance, then it does not get true pardon!  False repentance does not reap real mercy!  But if you say within yourself, “I am tired of this mess and I am going to get things right with God,” when you get there at that place of repentance, you will find a God already waiting for you with abundant pardon!  He was already in position at the altar, waiting to forgive when you first made up in your mind to seek that forgiveness.  Such is His eagerness to lend mercy to a true repentant attitude!  

A repentant attitude is not enough, though, and let us not get ahead of ourselves, because some people are never forgiven because:

They never asked for forgiveness.

Jesus said in one place, “you have not because you ask not.”  In the Garden of Eden, God already knew what Adam and Eve had done but still asked “where are you?” because He wanted to hear them say it.  Yes, God knows what you have done, but don’t ever think that it is not important to still confess it!  Remember the words of David in our text:  “when I kept silent then my world fell apart.”  But then he said this:

Ps 32:5-7 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah  ESV

I confessed and acknowledged my sin and I was shocked at the result!  He said, “you forgave the iniquity of my sin!”  And then almost in exuberance he says, “everybody who wants to please God ought to offer such a prayer to you!”  David looked around and one moment the flood of troubles and issues springing forth from his hidden sin were almost overwhelming him as a great river of waters.  And then the next moment, he was hidden and sheltered from such a flood and the difference was the confession of his sins and acknowledgement to God of that sin.  He found mercy and safety because he asked!  

Why do some today never ask for forgiveness?  One reason is that they do not admit that they need to ask.  They do not realize or are not willing to admit that God’s ways are right and that the situations in their lives are largely a result from them not doing things according to the Word of God.  Maybe it is ignorance and they did not realize how strongly their actions have hurt God and hurt themselves.  Maybe it is pride and they are so caught up in the illusion of their goodness that they do not bow a knee lest the illusion be shattered.  There are some churches where at altar call some of the more “holy people” wait to see who goes to the altar so that they can talk about them and put down on them for the “obvious” sin in their life.  What a crock!  God forbid that this should ever be such a place!  Jesus told the story of the publican who beat his chest in privacy and said, “God, I am a sinner” and the Pharisee who stood there in his arrogance and thanked God that he wasn’t like the common sinner.  The publican was forgiven and the Pharisee was not!  Let it be the opposite in our church:  I publicly chide you if you do not come to the altar or if you do not find a place to pray and seek God because if you do nothing, it shows that you are eaten up with pride and false exaltation and fake righteousness.  We all need God.  There is none righteous, no not one.  The moment we have grown too much in God that we no longer need to seek His mercy, is the moment that we have started only deceiving ourselves!  Let it be in this church that the altar is for everyone, from the pastor to the youngest child!    

The reason why some are not pardoned in their sin is that they never ask God directly!  There are many who have been conned – and I use that word on purpose – they have been deceived that confession to a man or a priest brings them forgiveness.  They have also been taught the lie that they can receive such forgiveness ahead of time.  They have also been deceived in believing that the penance that they are assigned by a man to bow before an idol or repeat phrases mindlessly gains them forgiveness.  And so they ask, but they are not forgiven because they do not ask God directly.  

In case you did not realize it, idol worship – bowing before an image of anything in heaven or earth and praying or making petition to it is a sin that God highly detests and still does today!  God is a close up God and wants you to pray to Him directly.  The commandment of Paul is clear in the New Testament:  “keep yourselves from idols!”  

Furthermore, only God can forgive sins.  That was the murmur in the crowd when Jesus forgave the sins of the man with palsy and yet Jesus was God in flesh and Thomas was not mistaken when he cried out to the risen Savior, “my Lord and my God.”  There is one God who can forgive your sins and His name is Jesus Christ.  All others are imposters.  No man can forgive your sin.  Paul wrote:

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ESV

Some of you need to mark that language well:  there is only one God and only “one mediator between God and men.”  There is only one go between.  There is only one whom you can approach with your sins.  His name is Jesus.  Not Mary.  Not a priest.  Not a cardinal or the pope.  Not a saint or a statue.  Not an angel or a spirit being of lesser rank.  There is one mediator, the man Christ Jesus.  Only He can forgive sins.  Only He can receive confession.  Only His mercy can forgive your sins.  That One forbade us in the Sermon on the Mount to use mindless repetition of phrases as the godless do.  Saying the same thing over and over again is a mark of those who do not know God.  You do not tell a man or a statue and then earn forgiveness by doing mindless, traditions adopted from idolatry.  You get forgiveness by genuinely wanting things to be right with God and then coming to Him directly and asking forgiveness and walking from there without that burden upon your shoulder.  It is not given by man-made works and actions.  It is given by grace and pardoned by mercy.  Yet some never get it because they never ask God directly.  If you have asked a man for forgiveness, you need to know that your sin is still on your account.  I cannot ask for you.  But if you will but ask directly, you will find a very merciful and eager God!  But you have to ask!  

________________________________________________________________________


Let us move on.  Why are some people’s sins not forgiven?  Because:

They are never baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  

There are two elements to forgiveness:  pardon of the past and the washing away of the effects of that past.  Both are just as important as the other.  If I stole from someone and stood in the court of law and asked them for forgiveness, and they said, “you are forgiven” and yet they still pressed charges, then my receiving pardon has not done me much good.  I need both pardon and the washing away to receive complete forgiveness.  Complete forgiveness is them saying “I forgive you and we drop the charges.”  That is the complete freedom that we need.  

I have used repeatedly a figure that I will bring up yet again.  If I were to drop a chocolate ice cream cone on the front of someone’s shirt, I would immediately say, “please, forgive me” and they likely would say, “you’re forgiven.”  That is the pardon, but yet the stain of what has taken place is still visible on that shirt and the mistake needs to be cleansed and washed away.  We take the shirt home and apply water and a cleansing agent and voila, true, complete liberty from what has happened has taken place.  

Instead of listening to the ridiculous voice of men’s traditions, why don’t you instead notice the language of scripture when it addresses water baptism.  Notice carefully the commandment of Peter:

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ESV    

Be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the “forgiveness of your sins.”  Us Pentecostals like to breeze through this scripture as if everyone easily grasps what is being said, but slow down a moment and ask yourself a question.  Peter just told them to repent and surely God forgives them at repentance.  Why then was it necessary then for him to command them to be baptized in Jesus’ name and to add that they needed to be baptized “for the forgiveness of your sins?”  If the complete needed process of forgiveness and pardon was completed at repentance only, then why the commandment to be baptized for the remission of your sins?  Obviously, the apostles knew that water baptism had a part in forgiveness also. 

Focus on another scripture and realize the importance of water baptism.  When Ananias came to tell Saul/Paul about Jesus, he said:

Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.' ESV 

When we are baptized, we “wash away your sins.”  This is not the opinion of a modern day preacher.  We are not reading the creed of a man-made denomination or system of theology.  This is the Word of God.  This is truth.  Repentance and confession of your sin is the first step in getting pardon, but complete forgiveness is not attained until you have washed your sins away and had your past stains removed from your spiritual garment by being baptized in water in the name of Jesus!  And notice the emphasis in both places on “the name of Jesus Christ!”  There is no other name that saves us!  Only He can forgive us our sins!  And so we find that some people are not pardoned because they begin the process by bowing in forgiveness but they never complete it by having their sins washed away.  They have been granted forgiveness but still have the sins on their spiritual account!  To you, I would say, why do you wait?  Rise up and be baptized calling on the name of Jesus!  It’s not optional, it’s imperative!  Complete the process!  

David had the blood of a sacrificial goat applied to his sins every year on the Day of Atonement.  He had to offer a sin offering of goat or ram when he asked for forgiveness.  Let us not forget that.  Along with His right attitude and contrite heart, he had to have blood properly applied!  So it is with us!  We need to have true repentance and confession, but we must also have that application of blood.  We need it applied to every area of our life and if the scripture says that water baptism is for the forgiveness of sins and to “wash away your sins” then obviously the blood of Jesus is applied to the past at water baptism.  It is the cleansing agent that mixes with the water to wash that past away!    

Why are some people’s sins not completely pardoned?  Another reason is that:

They never allow the Holy Spirit to fully work in their life. 

The Holy Spirit brings power to help you overcome sin.  And so some are forgiven at an altar of repentance and even have their pasts washed away in baptism and yet do not get power over that sin and so return right to it.  Some don’t have that power because they never receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Some have received the gift but deny the power of it by resisting and fighting against its work and voice in their life.  They are forgiven of the sin that they repent of yet the sin is ever present in their life because they return to it over and over again.  Therefore although God forgives them, they are never completely pardoned for that sin because they always reintroduce it into their lives.  

And can I say this?  The Holy Ghost comes to “remind us of what we have heard from the Word of God.”  Like a child asking God to help him do good on a test for which he has not prepared or studied, are some people asking the Holy Spirit to work in their lives.  For some who have the Holy Spirit, it cannot do the work that it desires to do and speak and empower as it wants because they do not have enough Word within them for the Spirit to remind us of!  The prophet said that the people of old were “destroyed for a lack of knowledge” and there are many people today who do likewise.  Because of their lack of learning about God’s Word, they stand forgiven for a moment and yet return repeatedly like a dog to its vomit to the same sins.  They find not pardon because they always reintroduce the same sin in their life.  They do so because they do not allow the complete work of the Holy Spirit!  

I want to be pardoned completely and I want to find complete freedom of sin!  And so I bring you one more reason why some people who have a true attitude of repentance and who confess their sins to God and who have been baptized in the name of Jesus and who have received the Holy Spirit and the Word of God and let it act in their life, yet stand unforgiven today.  Because:

They do not forgive others.

Jesus told the parable of the man who was forgiven much by a king and then who went out and demanded a few bucks from someone else.  The king called the man back in and told him that because he had not forgiven others of little, he would have what had been forgiven him pulled back onto his account.  And then Jesus made this statement, one we’d better never ever forget:

Matt 18:35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart." ESV   

What can wash away our sins?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus!  What can bring it back again?  Nothing but unforgiveness!  Unforgiveness hurts only you!  It becomes that root of bitterness that the writer of Hebrews wrote about that grows until it taints and consumes all of a person.  We can be so unlike our heavenly Father at times.  We are so quick to hold a grudge and a memory.  We are so quick to hold people hostage to the past!  And yet our God is so quick to forgive and move on!  

Listen very carefully to this preacher and mark the language of the parable well:  whatever has been done to you by others is small and paltry compared to the great amount of things that were forgiven you by Jesus Christ!  Did you hear me?  That great offense that you still are hurt over, is minute compared to how your actions have heard your Savior.  And yet He forgave you!  God forbid that we would hold a grudge!  How sobering it is that we can have done everything required and have been granted complete and total pardon and yet because of unforgiveness and bitterness have it all brought back!  God forbid that we would let something get in our craw that we would miss heaven!  

And so I close with this:

Picture the woman caught in the act of adultery.  They bring her from the very act to Jesus’ feet.  She deserved justice and that is stoning according to the laws of God of the day.  And yet Jesus bends down writes in the sand and then says, “let the one who is without sin cast the first stone.”  And one by one the rocks drop from the hands and the accusers leave.  What did He write in the sand?  I don’t know.  Maybe the names of the ones present who had slept with her?  Maybe the names of the ones present who had been guilty of the same sin?  Maybe the sins of those who were so anxious to stone her?  I don’t know, but something worked.  

And so she is there with Jesus who is the only one who could have righteously thrown the stones and she is spared.  But I want to emphasize to you that Jesus is the only one who could righteously throw stones and yet the woman herself was still there.  Imagine with me, the horror if after all of that, the woman were to pick up a stone and begin to beat herself with it.  How crazy would that be?  How unrighteous would that be?  Because Jesus was the only one righteously able to do that!  

But how many people forgive everybody else and never forgive themselves?  The issue is not that God is holding their past against them.  The issue is not the condemners or the accusative stares of others.  The issue is that they beat themselves up for their past long after God and others have pardoned.  They are not pardoned, because they have not pardoned themselves!  

To some of you, it’s time to take the stone out of your own hand!  It’s time to stop beating yourself up on what “you should have done” and about which you can do nothing about now!  It’s time to stop holding yourself hostage to the past.  It’s time for complete and total pardon!  And that means that you must forgive yourself!  

Why do some people never find complete pardon?  Because some never truly repent inside.  Others don’t ask.  Or they ask wrongly, not going to Jesus directly.  Some never follow through and have their pasts washed away in the blood of Jesus in the waters of baptism.  Some don’t receive the Holy Spirit and the power to overcome that sin and be born again a new creature, or they deny that power.  Some do all of this but harbor unforgiveness and so bring it back upon themselves.  And some harbor the worst kind of unforgiveness of all, against themselves.  But today, the God of abundant mercy is calling out to you to come and be completely set free from your sins!  He died so that you could walk in the newness of life.  Don’t let that sacrifice be in vain.  Come discover complete pardon from a great God of gracious mercy!

